
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

205 NW Fifth Street 

P.O. Box 3020 

Corvallis, OR 97339-3020 

(541) 766-6800 

FAX (541) 766-6893 

 

NEWS RELEASE 
May 17, 2016 
For further information, contact: 

Lee Lazaro, Benton County Rural/Special Transportation Coordinator 

(541) 754-1748, lee.lazaro@corvallisoregon.gov 

 

County Awarded Special Transportation Grants 
CORVALLIS, Ore. – Benton County’s Special Transportation program has recently been 

awarded nearly a half-million dollars in grants to improve transportation access for 

seniors and residents with disabilities. 

 

The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) has chosen Benton County’s Special 

Transportation Program to receive a series of four grants to improve its fleet and 

program.  Benton County’s applications were chosen from a field of nearly 200 

applications. Approximately 60% of grant proposals statewide were funded at some level. 

 

According to Benton County’s Rural and Special Transportation Coordinator Lee Lazaro, 

the review process was made up of two separate groups of reviewers, one composed of 

ODOT Public Transit staff, and one composed of local stakeholder representatives. The 

two groups independently reviewed and ranked the Special Transportation Fund (STF) 

Discretionary grant and Bus Replacement grant applications submitted statewide. Then, 

on May 3, the two groups came together and developed a prioritized ranking of grant 

applications, for recommendation to the Oregon Transportation Commission at the end of 

this month. 

 

“Frankly, I am thrilled at this overall outcome,” Lazaro said.  “I was optimistic that we 

would receive at least some of the funding that we requested, but I never hoped to think 

that four out of our five grant applications would be approved, considering how great the 

needs are, and how many really good programs exist across the state.” 

 

Two grants will go towards updating the bus fleet with smaller more purpose-built buses 

that will have a longer service life with lower long-term repair costs, and will be more 

easily accessed by seniors and persons with disabilities. One grant will fund a pilot 

program to create a connector service to the Albany Amtrak station, which has the second 

highest number of travelers after Portland. The final grant will go towards increasing the 

number of drivers in the Dial a Bus program; currently the number of requests for 

transportation assistance exceeds the number of drivers that are available. 

 

“We have a lot of work ahead to begin the implementation of these grants, but this is the 

kind of challenge that one wants to have,” Lazaro said. 
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