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Benton County  

Statewide Transportation Improvement Fund 

Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
October 5, 2020 1:19 PM – 2:30 PM 

                               Virtual GoToMeeting 

 

Committee Members Present:  Hal Brauner (Acting Chair/Advocate), Janeece Cook (Advocate), Greg 

Gescher (Interim Corvallis PW Director), Pat Hare (City of Adair Village), Annabelle Jaramillo (Benton 

County Commissioner), Gary Stockhoff (ex-officio), Nick Meltzer (ex-officio). 

 

Staff Members Present:  Lisa Scherf, Brad Dillingham 

 

Guests: Tim Bates (Corvallis Transit System), Barry Hoffman (Albany Transit System) 

 

1. Call Meeting to Order  

The meeting was called to order at 1:19 PM by Hal Brauner, Acting Chair, and attendees introduced 

themselves.  

 

2. Public Comments   

There were no public comments. 

 

3. Establish Meeting Calendar 

Brauner requested a motion to adopt the tentative meeting calendar. Cook made the motion and Hare 

seconded the motion; the motion passed. 

 

4. Update on FY 2019-21 STIF Plan Projects 

Scherf noted that the main goal today is to talk about the upcoming STIF Plan process. Staff aims to get 

the Committee reacquainted with the process and what to expect. 

 

Scherf provided an overview on existing projects awarded in the current STIF Plan. Most of the projects 

Public Transportation Service Providers (PTSPs) had planned to complete were either partially 

implemented or not initiated at all, due to COVID-19. Other projects didn’t use STIF money because they 

switched to another form of funding, such as federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

(CARES).  

 

5. FY 2022-23 STIF Plan Development Kickoff 

Brauner asked what assumptions ODOT made regarding the projected revenue for the upcoming STIF 

biennium.  Scherf noted that initial assumptions about revenue collections were very conservative, 

leading to higher than expected revenue.  However, because of COVID uncertainty, the estimate made 

by the Oregon Department of Revenue from July continues to be conservative.  

Scherf stated that the County has a choice about what to do with the FY 2019-21 Formula money 

collected above the estimate ($178,000). It could be left in reserves or made available to projects. 

Keeping it in reserve until we get a firm estimate of the financial picture seems the responsible thing to 

do.  



 

 Page 2 

Scherf reviewed STIF program changes since the Committee last met in October 2019, when she was 

fresh out of participating in ODOT Consolidation Advisory Committee (CAC) meetings. In 2019 the 

Oregon Legislature directed ODOT staff to explore combining revenue streams and administration of the 

Special Transportation Fund and the Statewide Transportation Improvement Fund. In 2020 the 

Legislature took the recommendations from the CAC and consolidate the two programs, effective in the 

next STIF biennium.  Qualified Entities are allowed to combine their advisory committees now; Benton 

County is likely to do this following the submission of the FY 2022-23 STIF Plan. Another change the 

Legislature made is to allow STIF Formula money to be used for existing services, not just new or 

expanded services. This was in response to financial issues for transit agencies created by COVID and in 

recognition that operations projects started in one cycle generally need to be continued in later STIF 

cycles.  Rules do apply – for example, agencies can’t take previously identified capital project monies 

and do an operations project with it.  

Cook requested more information on the 99W transit corridor study and Meltzer responded.  COVID 

stalled outreach plans but there were a number of interviews done individually, which generated great 

questions. The plan going forward is to continue to meet with providers and test the likelihood of 

ongoing funding over the long term to provide transit to rural communities.  

Scherf requested that the Committee review and consider reaffirming the allocation formula they 

recommended and the Board of Commissioners approved in the last cycle. She noted that the two 

deliverables required by ODOT in 2019 were the allocation formula and the Plan itself.  Meltzer asked if 

housing demographics was a piece of the allocation formula.  Scherf stated that jobs, job sites, payroll 

and an equity lens (which wraps in the housing component) were the factors considered. There was a 

brief discussion about this allocation formula. The Committee recognized the prior work that was put 

into it and stated it wasn’t clear on what basis a change would be warranted. 

Cook made a motion to affirm the existing STIF Formula Fund allocation percentages and Gescher 

seconded; motion carried. 

The Committee discussed next steps.  The former Chair has moved and both Chair and Vice Chair 

elections should be held.  Brauner suggested waiting until the next meeting to discuss and vote. Staff 

will compile anticipated operations projects and their costs, then present to the Committee the amount 

needed to sustain ongoing operations projects into the future. 

Finally, Stockhoff noted that the program has a new name – Benton Area Transit. BAT branding has been 

developed and staff is working on how the brand design will look on the fleet. 

6. Conclusion:  The meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM 

 

Next Meeting:  November 16, 2020  


