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Benton County Statewide Transportation Improvement Fund  
Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

March 15, 2019, 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Benton County Public Works, Upper Conference Room #205 

360 S.W. Avery Avenue, Corvallis, Oregon 
 
Committee Members Present:  Meredith Williams, Linda Modrell (Vice-Chair), Hal Brauner, 
Gary Stockhoff (ex-officio), Nick Meltzer (ex-officio), Dylan Horne (Chair), Janeece Cook, Mary 
Steckel, Pat Hare, Annabelle Jaramillo (Board of Commissioners liaison) 
 
Staff Members Present:  Lee Lazaro, Debie Wyne, Lisa Scherf, Cathy Williams  
 
Guests:  Barry Hoffman (Albany Transit/Linn-Benton Loop), Mark Bernard (ODOT), Tim Bates 
(Corvallis Transit System), James Feldmann (ODOT) 
 
1. Call Meeting to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 8:06 AM by Dylan Horne, Committee Chair and attendees 
introduced themselves. 
 
2. Public Comments   
There were no public comments received since the last meeting. 
 
3. Approve Minutes of January 18, 2019   
Mary Steckel made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Janeece Cook seconded the 
motion and all approved. 
 
4. Old Business 
 

a) STIF Formula Projects – Review Staff Report:  Scherf reviewed Attachment A titled 
“Benton County STIF Advisory Committee Formula Project Summary by FY – March 15, 
2019”.  She explained the shortage of funds indicated in red font, which exceeds the 
100% level County-wide allocation amount.  The Committee needs to determine 
$148,200 in prioritization cuts for projects to make up for the difference in monies to be 
received versus total project costs. It was confirmed by Bernard that the projects need 
to be listed in priority order since there is no process for amending STIF Plans.  Changes 
will be made as agreed upon by Committee members at this meeting. 

 
Meltzer offered $5,000 from the 99W planning project from the list.  Steckel offered to 
contribute $90,000 toward the balance needed, along with $20,000 from the project to 
upgrade the CTS camera system.  She stated that Project C (CTS mid-life engine rebuilds) 
will make up the final $8,000 needed by taking $10,000 from that project. 
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Cooke requested project information for the 99 Express pilot project to Monroe from years 
ago.  She suggested this could be used as reference to shorten the process to expand 
service to Monroe.  Scherf replied that there was no formal study done, but staff did  
outreach to Monroe at that time to determine their transit needs.  It is unclear whether 
that information is still available and pertinent.   
 
Williams requested to not list the Linn-Benton Loop (excluding North Albany) and Steckel 
suggested the Council of Governments and Benton County projects be in one group, with 
individual sub-allocations for those.  Williams requested that these be added to the 
spreadsheet, to show how the sub-allocations are being calculated.  Commissioner Jaramillo 
agreed that this would simplify the review for the Board of Commissioners as well.   
 
There was discussion regarding $40,000 requested by the Corvallis Boys & Girls Club for the 
after-school program for high school students.  This service would be provided by Benton 
County, through the current contract with Dial-A-Bus.  Hoffman offered to move the Linn-
Benton Loop bus stop amenities project to the 130% list to put $10,000 toward this 
program.  Steckel reduced the engine rebuild project a second time by $20,000 in order to 
make the total approved amount of $30,000 to the Boys & Girls Club project. 
 
Steckel made a motion to submit revised BC STIF Advisory Committee Formula Project 
Summary for Ranking. Cook seconded the motion and eligible members voted to approve. 
 
Scherf reviewed the priority list in order, as members requested to move items. 
 
This included moving all of the cut projects to the 130% list: 
 

1. Corvallis Transit System mid-life rebuild for buses 
2. Corvallis Transit System camera system upgrade 
3. Benton County computer aided dispatch program 
4. Linn-Benton Loop stop amenities 
5. Council of Governments match 
6. Philomath Connection expansion 
7. Corvallis Transit System electronics 
8. Reserves 

 
NOTE:  Bernard suggested using the difference in allocations at 130% and project requests in 
a reserve. 

 
Steckel amended her motion to include the 130% list.  Cooke seconded the motion and all 
approved, with the exception of Steckel abstaining from the vote. 
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b) Develop Formula Project Recommendation for BOC 
See attached spreadsheet. 
 

5. New Business 
 

a) STIF Discretionary Projects – Review Staff Report – Scherf briefly reviewed the list, 
which the Committee is tasked with reviewing to determine a fund/do not fund for each 
project.  Priority ranking and project comments are allowed, though not required. Per 
STIF OAR guidance, this list will not be submitted to BOC.  Projects submitted within 
Benton County are as follows: 
 
A) Corvallis Transit System Service (CTS) Bus ($366,328) – Bates stated that this project 

would purchase a new bus, which is required to implement CTS expansion planned 
with STIF Formula funds. 

 
B) Philomath Connection (PC) Bus ($402,300) – Bates explained that a new bus is 

critical to continue service due to the buses reaching the end of their useful life.  The 
project match is requested from STIF Formula funds. 

 
C) GTFS-Ride:  OSU Expansion of Transit Ridership Reporting ($530,781) – Bernard 

explained that Trillium is a Contractor ODOT hired to assist providers across the 
state in integrating transit data and trip planning into a public interface.  Williams 
stated that the end goal for this project is to make easier for people to connect trips 
from the origin to destination of their trips.  It was noted that this is a state-wide 
project but Oregon State University is doing the research. 

 
D) Coast to Valley (CTV) Service Expansion – Benton County ($377,132) – Lazaro 

informed the Committee that items D and F can be combined (see item F for more 
details). 

 
E) Linn-Benton Loop Expansion Bus ($352,000) – Hoffman informed the Committee 

that this project will be used to purchase of one new bus in order to expand service. 
 
F) Coast to Valley Service Expansion – Lincoln County ($721,800) – Lazaro explained 

that this service is a partnership between Benton County and Lincoln County.  Each 
agency provides two round-trips per day between Newport and Corvallis/Albany.  
Funds are needed to purchase a new bus to add two additional round-trips per 
agency per day, for a total of 8 round-trips, 7 days per week.  All trips would serve 
the Albany Amtrak Station.  The expansion would absorb the current Corvallis to 
Amtrak Connector service. 
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G) 99W Corridor Transit Feasibility Analysis and implementation ($744,606) – This 
project is phased into a planning study and service design, bus acquisition, and 
service implementation. 

 
H) Providing a Seamless Transit Experience ($447,977) – Central Oregon Breeze from 

Bend requested funds to purchase a new bus.  The service is focused on the Portland 
area and the plan submitted was vague. 

 
I) NWOTA Website Trip Planner Enhancement Project ($134,840) – Lazaro explained 

that there is a Northwest Connector website, which includes a trip planner for travel 
along the Oregon Coast.  This system does not distinguish between different service 
providers, so often times it does not inform riders of changes in services and any 
connected expenses for doing so.  The project would upgrade this system to make it 
easier for commuters to plan trips. 

 
J) Central Oregon Breeze Bus ($148,000) – Funds would be used to purchase a new 35’ 

mass transit bus.  The bus would be used for service in Central Oregon and the 
applicant (a private carrier) will explore the expansion of service from the 
Bend/Redmond area to Corvallis. 

 
Brauner made motion to accept all projects, with a comment that Project J is not in our area.  
Modrell seconded motion and all approved. 
 

a) Develop Recommendation for ODOT  
The Committee voted “Fund” for all projects, with the comment that Project J does not 
appear to serve Benton County. 

 
6. Next Steps – Scherf will forward the recommendation from this meeting to the Board of 

Commissioners for its work session on April 2nd, 2019.  She requested Committee members 
leave tentative dates on their calendars, although most likely won’t be needed. 
 
a) Tuesday, April 2nd at 10AM – Board of Commissioners Work Session 
b) Tuesday, April 16th at 12PM – Board of Commissioners Meeting 
c) Wednesday, May 1st – STIF Plans due to ODOT 

 

Conclusion:  The meeting adjourned at 11:49 PM. 

Next Meeting:  TBD – April 1st meeting cancelled. 


